A

e R RSN
-_—

| b9

rd

Fos
‘ 1

R

e -

e ”;‘W'a_m-’,-}. B
T PPN

SO

‘e

P o

+ DEVOTE

D TO LITERARY, COMM

e ——— -

ERCIAL, AG

VOLUME I.

LANCASTER LEDGER

I8 PUBLISHED EVERY

WEDNESDAY MORNING,

T
R. 8. BAILEY,

EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR,
— - —
TERMS;

Two Dollars per year, if paid in ad-
vance; Two Dollars and Fifty Cents, if
paid in six months; or Three Dollars, if
payment is delayed until the end of the
year. These terms will be rigidly ad-
hered to,

Advertisements will be conspicuously
inserted at seventy-five cents per square
of twelve lines, for the first insertion,
and thirty-seven and a half cents for each
subsequent insertion. A single insertion
One Dollar. Nothing will be counted
less than a square.

Advertisers are requested to state, in
writing on_their idvertisements, the num-
ber of times they wish them inserted; or
they will be continued in the paper until
ordered out, and charged accordingly,
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The Law of Newspapers.

4‘.:

1, All subseribers who do not give ex-
press Notice to the contrary, are consid-
‘ered as wishing to continue their suberip-
tions,

2. If subseribers order the diseontin-
uance of their papers, the publishers may
continue to send them until arrearages
-are paid,

3. Ifsubscribers neglect or refuse tak-
ing their papers from the offices to which
they are sent, they are held responsible
till their bills are settled, and their papers
ordered to be discontinued.

4. The Courts have decided that refu-
sing to tuke a newspaper or periodiea!
from the office, or removing and leaving

it uncalleddifor, is prima fucie evidence of
INTE FRAUD
- ALL KINDS OF

198 PRINTING

EXECUTED WITH NEATNESS AND DESPATCH
At this Office.

Selected @ales.

THE BAFFLED VILLAIN,

DY AN OLD DACHELOR,

Just after breakfise oue fine spring
moriing in 1837, an advertisement in the
Times, for a Curate, caught, and fixed my
attention. . The salary was sufliciently re-
mun. rative for a bacheler, and the parish,
as [ personally kup%‘oue of the most
{Lmndy situated in all Somersetshire.—

vitg said that, meﬁer will readily
understand that it could not have been a
hundred miles from Taunton. 1 instantly
wrole, enclosing testimonialy, with which
the Rev. Mr. Townly, the rector, was so
entircly satisfied, - that the roturn-post
brought me n  positive engagement, un-
<logged with the slightest objection 1o one
or two subsidiney items I had stipulated
1o, and acconpuined by an inyitation to
make the rectory my home till | could
conveniently suit myself elsewhere, This
was both - kind handsome, and the
next day but one 1 ook coach with a light
hieart for my new destination, It thus

happened that I became nequainted, and

Y

1 some degree mixed up with the train of
eventsitis my ;gu-ut purpose to late.

1§

nd to'be  stout, portly
years already reached
nd seventy. "So many
they had plentifully be-
r with grey, shone out
) _ mlin lm ll:i“ handsome
fuce and koen, - kindly, bright huzel eye,
atid his voice, hiearty and ringing, had not
s quaver of age init. | met him
! m’qp_lhe pmrnui:g after my ar-

‘bis._reception of me was most
-~ We had_spoken together but
the Freaucli

Iwml’

il lower garden gently

and  ndmitted » Iuﬁ: juust ther,
I afterwnrds learned in her nineteents

s)ring. uz'mlo this term  almost ::33;

sciously, cannot, even now, in

ing swinmer of her life, dissociate her

'ml nt instance, | feel
-miserably in the endeny-

)

o frch ool

;1

mesns e to
oy e B

O

LANCASTER, C. H, SOUTH CAROLINA, WEDNESD

R 'RAL, GENERAL AND LOCAL INELLIGENCE. -
3 i ba g for S N R il o, oo L NN L

iine of her face, in ever~ accent of the low
itched silver voioe that breathe dthrough
ips madeonly to smile,
Let me own that I was  greatly struck
by so remarkable a combinntion of rare

eyed rector must have perceived, or he
might not perhaps have been so imme-
diately communieative with respect to the
near prospects of his idolized grand-child
as he was, the moment the young lady,
after presiding at the breakfist table had
withdrawn,

“We shall have gay doings, Mr. Tyrrel,
at the rectory, shortly,” he said. *Next
Monday three weeks ™ will, with the bless-
ng t:'l' God, be Agnes Townley's wedding-

ay.

“Yes," rejoined the rector, turnimg to-
wards and examining some flowers which
Miss Townley had brought in and placed
on the table. “Yes, it has been for some
timesettled that Agnes shall on that day
be united in holy wedlock to Mr. Arbuth-
not.”

“Mr. Arbuthnot, of Elm Park”

YA great maich, is it not, inoa wordly
point of view!” replied Mr. Townley, with
a pleasant smile t the tone of my exclu-
mation.

“And  much better than that, Robert
Arbuthuot is a young man of high and
noble nature as well as devotedly attached
to Agnes. e will, T doulit not, prove
in every respeet a husband deserving aml
worthy of her; and  that from the lips of
a doating old grand-paps must be esteem-
ed high  praise.  You will sea him pre-
sently.”

“Ldid see him often, and quite agreed
in the rectors extimate of Lis futtre geand-
sotin law. 1 have not frequently seen o
fier looking y ung mun—Lis e wis
twenty six, awl certainly  ome of more
honorable and  kindly spirit, of & more
genial temper than he, has never come
within my observation.  He had drawn o
great prize in the matrimonial lottery, and
[ felt deserved lis fortune.

They were suusied at the thine agreed
upon, wid the day was kept not only at
Eim Par'cand in its neighborliood, but
through our “parish,” as a general holi-
day.  And strsngely enough, at least, |
have never met with another instance of
the kind—it wus held by our entire fomale
community hich as well as low, that the
mateh was o perfectly equal one, notwith-
standing wenlth sl Ligh worlidly
position were cntirely on the bridegroom’s
side. In faet, that nobody less in the
social scale, the representative of an ol
trritorial family ought in the natme of
things, to have- aspired to the hand of
Agnes Townley, appearal to hiuve been a
foregone conclusion with everybody. This
will give the reader a truerand more vivid
impression of the  bride than any worls
or colors 1 mighit use,

The days, weeks, months of weddel
life flew over Mr. aud Mrs. Arbuthnot with-
qut a cloud save a few dark, but transito-
ry oncs which 1 saw now and then flit u-
seross thie hiusbund's countenance as the
time when he should beconme i fatlier,drew
neas, and  camo to be more and  more
spoken of. “I should not surv v: her,”
said Mr. Arbuthnot, one day in reply to «
chance observation of the rector's, *nor in-
deed desire to do 5o The geay-headed
man seized and warmly pressed  the huos-
band’s hand, and tears of sympathy filled
his eyes, yet did he nevertheless as in duty
bound utter grave words on the sinfulness
of despair under any ecirctmitances,
the denying in all trinls, however Licavy, of
t‘ntiunt submission to the will of God,—

ut the venerable gentlemun spoke in o
hoarse and  broken voiee; it waus sy to
soe he fult with Mr, Arbuthuot, that the
reality of an event, the lare ossibility of
which, shook them so terribl ere n
cross too heavy for human strength to bear
and live,

It was of coutse decided that the ex-
pected hieir or heiress should be - entrusted
to a wet nurse, and & Mrs, Dunby, the wife
of a miller, living wot very fur from the
rectory, was engaged for that purpose, |
had frequently seen the woman; and her
name, ns the rector and I were one even-
ing 'guui?ing over our tea, on some sub-
Jeet or other that I forgot, eame up.

“A likely person,” I remarked; *‘Yteult.lny.
very good fooking, nnd one might make
onthy & truchearted cresture, - But there
is withal & timidity:  frightedness, in ler
manner, at times whicl, if T may hazard
n perhaps nucharitable eonjecture, apeaks
ill for that smart husband of hers,”

“You have hit the murk precisely, my
dear sir. Danby is u very§iad fellow, and a
domestic tyrant to boot. * Ilis wife, whois
really & good, but meek hearted person,
liv wmvm'onc’-, How olldo you sup-
pose lier o bel” 7 bk -

“Five und twenty, perhaps.” *

“Six years more of“{lfl': that. She has a
son of the name rper by a former
murriage, who i in h‘htm- ,l’;! '.A‘sPnne
wasn't & widow long. . Dby wus t
by her good looks, and she by the baic of
aowell provided homer  Uniless,  however,
ber hu band gives up his corn speculuti
she will uot, I think, have that mn_cll_:
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ge This bas quite turned his

he-by, was never as
ay, ly screwed on,”
) or interrupted

miond and temper, was evineed in every [quiet horse which all at once took it into

endowments, and that, I think, the sharp- I

his head to shy atn scare crow it must
haveseen a score of times, and there by,
threw its rider. Help was fortunately at
hand, and the reverend gentleman ‘was
nstuntly conveyed home; when it was
found that his left thigh was Lroken.
Thanks, however, to his temperate hab-
its it was before long authoritatively pro-
nounced that although it would Le a con-
siderable time before be was relensed from
confinement, it was not probuble, that the
lusty winter of his life would be shortened
by what  had happened,  Unfortunatly,
the accident threatened to have evil con-
sequences in unother quarter.  Imme-
diately after it ocenrred. one Matthews, a
busy, thick headed, lout ofa butcher, rode
furiously off to Elm Park with the news,
Mm. Arbuthnot, who daily Io&ed to be
confined, was walking with her husband
upon the lawn in front of the house, when
the great burly blockhead rode up, and
blurted out that the rector had been
thrown from his horse and it was feared
killed,

The shock of such an  announcement
was  of course, overwhelming. A fow
hours  afterwards, Mrs. Arluthnot gave
birth to a healthy male child ; but  the
young mothar's life, assailed by fever, was
for many days u.terly despaired of—for
weeks hield to tremble so evidently in the
balunee that the slightest adverse: cireum-
stance might in a moment turn  the seale
deathward. At length the Llack horzion
that scemed to encompass us so hopelessly
lightened and afforded the lover husband
aglimpse wnd hope of his  vanished and
well nigh despaired of Eden.  The promise
was fulfilled. I was in the librury  with
Mr, Arbuthinot, awaitine the physiciau’s
morning report, very :lthii“l\]'\' expeeted
at the rectory, when D, I;illt"l‘_" entered
the apartment in an evidently c¢heerful
||H'I"I-

“You have been canselessly alarme)
he said,  There is no  tear whatever of
a relapse,. Weakness only remains, aud
that we shall slowly, perhaps, but cer-
tainly, remove.!

A gleam of lightning seemed to flash
over Mr.  Arbuthuot's expressive  coun-
tenance- C*Dlessed be God! hie exelaimed],
‘And how, he added, shall we mige
respecting theelnld?  Sie asks for it in.
cessantly,!

Mr. Arbuthpot's infint son, T should
state, hid Leen eonsigned immediately  al-
ter it birth to the enreof Mrs, Danby,
who had Lerself been contined, also with
aboy about a fortnight previonsly, Scar-
latina being prevalentinthe neighborhood,

| Mrs, Danby wos hurried away  with the

hwu children o a place near Bath, almost

| Mr. Arbuthnot had not left his wife for
one hour, and conseiuently had only seen
his chili] for o few minutes just afier it was
born.

*With respvet 1o the child, replied Dr,
Lindley, *I oo of opinion  that M, Ar-
buthinot ey see it in poday or two, Say
the tf %0l day from this, it all woes well, T
thind, we may  ventire so far, but I will
L present for an untoward agitation might
be, perhaps, instantly futal)  This point
provisionally - settled,  we nll three went
our several ways; 1 to cheer the still suf-
fering rector with good news,

The next day but one, Mr. Arbuthinot
was in exuberant spirits. *Dr. Lindley's
report is even more favorable than we lind
anticipated,” he said ; fand I start to mor-
row morning, to bring Mrs.  Danby and
the child’ . The postman’s subdued
but unmistakable kum-';, interrupted him,
“The narse, he added, “s very attentive
and punetunl,  She writes almost every
duy” A servant  entered with a salver
heaped with letters.  Me. Arbuthnot toss-
vl them over eagerly and seizing one, af*
ter glaneing at the post-mark, tore it ea-
gerly open, muttering, as, he did so; ‘It
is not the usnal hand writing, but from
her, no donbit., *Merciful God ! 1 im-
pulsively exclained, as I suddenly lifted
my eves to his, -

“What is the metter A morta) palor
hind spread over Mr,  Arbuthnot’s before
animated features, and lie was glaring at
the letters in his hand as if a basalisk had
suddenly confronted  him.. Another mo-
ment, pnd the museles  of his frame ap-
peared to give “K suddenly and he drop-
ped heavily futo the easy " armechair from
which lie had risen to take the letters,
was terribly alarmed, and first loosening
his neckerchiet, for he seemed choking, I
shid—*Let mo call some one;' and 1 tirm-
el to reach  the bell, when e instantly
seized my arms, and held me with a grip
of fron. ‘No——no-no! he horsely grasp-
ed, water—water "  There was fortunate-
ly some * n a side table. [ handed it to
him, and he drank eagerly. Tt appeared
to revive him a lhlﬁ: He  thrust the
crumpled letter into his. pocket’ and said
in #low quick whigper—‘There is some
one coming.  Not o word remember—not

a wordl" At the same time he wheeled
his chair half round, s thathis lack should
be towards the servant approach-
ng. "

1 am seny, sir,’ said .'Hn. Arbathuot's
s voive.  *Tell your

M8 Linaid, ‘1o sak if the post.bas ariveds’

#Yes, replied Mr.
wonderful

Taliall bo with her alumost irsvasdl: |

: | well,
hefore she was able to bear the journey. |

I the little Robert wus weaned, and  was
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‘No, no, he answered, afier finishing
his draught. It seems scarcely stronger
than water. But l—am better now. The
letter,’ hie added after a long and paintit]
pause, during which he eyed me, I thought
with a kind of suspicion—=‘the letter you
SAW me open just how comes from a rel,
tive, an aunt, who is very ill, and  wishes
to see me instantly,  You understand?

I did undersiand, or at  least I foared
that I did too  well, I however, bLowe
acquiescence, and he presently rose from
his chair, and strode about. the apariment
in great agitasion, until his wife's bed-room
bell rang. He then stopped suddenly
short, shook himself, and looked anxionsly
at the reflection of his flushed and vary-
ing countenance in the magnificent chim-
ney glass,

‘Ido notlook, I think—or, at Jleast
shall not, in a darkened room—add, more
out of the way that is, more agitated—than
one might, than one must appenr, after
hearing of the dangerous illness of—of—
an auntf’

‘Yes, yes: much better, much better, 1
am glad to  hear you say so. That was
my wife's hell.  She is anxious, no douht
to see me,

e left the npartment; was gone, per-
liaps ten minutes, and  when he returned,
was # thought less  nervous than before,
Lrose to gn.  ‘Give my respects,’ he said,
‘to the good  rector; and as an  especial
fuvor," he added, with strong  emphasis,
let me ask of you not to  mention to
living sonl that yousaw meso umnanpail
as L was just now; that I swallowed Lran-
dy. Tt would appear so strange, so weak,
80 rilli'-nlnnu:s.'

I promised not to do so, and almost im-
mediately left  the house, very painfully
affected.  Iis <on was, [ concluded, vither
dead or dying, and he was thus bewilder-
ed by casting about for means of keeping
the terrible, perhaps fatal tidings from his
wife. 1 afterwards heard that he left Elm
Purk in a post-chaise, about two hours af-
ter I came away, unattended by a single
servant,

He was gone three clear days only, at
the end of which  he returned with  Mrs.
Dandy and —his son—in flored health.
too, and one of the finest babies of its age
sbout nine weeks only—I had ever seen.
Thus vanished the air-drawn Doubting
Castle and Giant Despair which 1 had so
hastily conjured up.  The cause assigned
by Mr. Arbuthnot for the agitation I had
witnessed was doubtless the true one ; and
yet (und the thought haunted me for
months, years afterwards), lg:olmmd only
oue letter that morning, "and  Lad sent 3
message 1o lis wite that the ¢hild was

-

Mrs. Dunby remained at the  Park till

then dismissed; very munificently reward-
ed. Year after year rolled away, without
bringing Mr. and Mrs. Arbuthnot any ad-
ditional little ones, and no one, therefore,
could feel surprised  at the
love of the delighted mother for her hand-
some, nobly-promising boy.  But  that
which did astonish  me, though no one
clse, for it seemed  that I alone noticed it,
was a  strunge defect of character which
begun to develope itself in Mr, Arbuthnot,
He was positively jealons of his wife’s af-
fection  for their own  child,  Many and
many a time have I remarked, wlen he
thought himsell unobserved, an expression

enthusiastic |

where, the rector and I were at the mo-
ment rather busily engaged. The clerk
said he had been to Elm Park, but not
finding either Mr.  Arbuthnot or his lady
there, he had thought that perhaps the
Rev. Mr. Townley might be able to pro-
nounee upon the genuineness of a check
for £300, purporting to be drawn on the
Taunton Bank by Mr. Arbuthnot, which
Danby, the miller, had obtained cash for
at Bath. He further added, that the
bank had refused payment and detained
the check, believeing it to be o forgery.

WA forgery! excluimed the rector after
merely glancing at the document, *No
question that it is, and a very clumsily
executed one, too, besides, Mr. Arbuthnot
is not yet returned from Ireland.

This was suflicient, and the messenger,
with many apologivs for his intrusion,
withdrew, and hastened back to Taunton.
We were still talking over this sad afluir,
althoagh some hours had clapsed  since
the clerk’s departure—in fuct, candles had
been brought in, and we were every mo-
ment expeeting Mr. Arbutnot, the sound
of a horse ut a hasty gallop was heard
approaching, and presently the pale and
baggard fuce of Dunby shot by the window
at which the rector and myself were stan-
ding. The gate bell was rung almost
immediately afterwards, and but a brief
interval passed before Mr.  Danby was
unnounced to bein waiting.  The servant
had hardly gained the passage with leave
to show him in, when the impatient  vis-
itor rushed rudely into the room in a state
of great and it seemed angry excitement.

“What, sir, is the meaning of this ill
mannered intrusiond” demanded the rector
steruly.

“You have pronounced the check I paid
away at B i fogery; and the officers
are, I am already at my heels, M.
Arbuthnot, wnfortunately, is not at home,
and I am come, therefore, to seek shelter
with you,

‘Shelter with me, sir? exclaimed the
indignant rector, moving as he spoke to-
wards the bell.  *Out of my house vou
shall go this instant? '

The fellow placed his hlt* upon the
reverend gentleman's arm and  looked
with his bloodshot eyes keenly in his
face,

‘Dot said Danby, ‘don't for the suke
qF yourself and yours!  Don’t T warn you;
orif you like the phrase better, don't, for
the sake of me and mine.

“Your's, fellow!  Your wife, whom you
haveso long beld in cruel bondage through
herfears for her son, has at length  sha-
ken off that chain.—James Harper sailed
two days ago from Portsmouth for Bom-
bry; I sent her the news two hours since.’

do so; and very generously, I must say,
has he paid in purse for the forbearace of
the nurse’s husband.  Well now, then, to
sum up: the nurse was Mrs. Danby; the
rich, weak husband, Mr. Arbuthuoot; the
substituted child, that hanbsome boy—
my son!

A wild scream from Mrs, Arbuthnot
broke the dread silence which accompanied |
this frightful revelation, echoed by aun |
agonized cry, half tenderness, balf rage,
from lier husband, who had entered the
room unobserved, and now clasped her
passionately in his arms. The carriage
wheels we fmd heard were his. It was
long before T could recall with calmness
the tumult, the terror, and confosion of |
that scene. Mr. Arbuthnot strove to
bear his wife from the apartinent, but she
would not be forced away,and kept im-
}:Iuring, with trenzied vehemence, that
tobert—that her boy, should not be taken
from her.

‘1 have no wish to do so—far from it,’
said Danby. with gleeful exultation, ‘only
folks must be reasonable, and not threaten
their friends with the hulks'

‘Give him anything!” broke in the un-
hapy lady. ‘O Robert! Robert! u}m added,
with a renewed burst of hysterical grief,
how could you deceive e so?

oI have been punished, Agnes, 'he an-
swered ina husky. broken voice, ‘for my
well intended but eriminal weakness; eru-
elly punished by the everpresent con-
sciousness that this discovery must one
day be surely made. What do you wam?
he after a wflile added, with recovering
firmness, addressing Daaby,

‘The acknowledgment of that little bit
of paper in dispute, of coursej and say a
genuine one to the same amount.’

*Yes, yes, "exclaimed Mrs. Arbuthnot,
still wildly sobbing, and holding the ter-
rified { oy strained in her embrace, as if
she feared he might be wrenched from
her by force. *Anythirg; pay lLim any-
thing!

At this moment, chancing to look to-
waids the door of the apartment, I saw
that it was partially opened, and that
Danby’s wife was listening there. But
what might that mean? DBut what of
hopeful meaning in such a case could it
havel

‘Be it so, love,” said Mr.
soothingly. ‘Dauby, eall to-morrow at
the Park.  Andnow, begone at once.

‘I was thinking,! resumed the raseal,
with swelling audacity, ‘that we might
as well coe to sume permanent arrange-
ment, in black and white. But never
mind; [ ean always put the serew on; un-
less, indeed, you get tired of the young
gentleman, and in that ease, 1 doubt not,

Arbnthnot

‘Hel Is thit indeed sof’ eried Danby.
with an irrepressible start of alarm, *Why,
then But no matter; here luckily come
Mrs. Arbuthnot and her son. Al right!
She will, T know, stand bail for me, and,
if need be, acknowledge the genuiness of
her husband’s check.

The fellow's insolence was becoming un-
bearable, and T was about to sci nd
thrust him foreibly, from the napartment,
when the Bound " of wheels was leard
ontside,

‘Hold! one moment,) he eried, .
vehemence. “Thatis probably the officers;

I must be bricf, and to the purpose. Pray,
madam, do not leave the room fur your

of intenee pain flash from his fine, expres.
sive eyes, at any more than usually fer- |
vent manifestation of the young mother's
gushing love for her first and only born,
L as miich us possible forfore to dwell upon
the suliject.

Nine years passed away without bring-
ing any material change” to the parties
involved in this narrative, except those
which time brings  ordinarily in his train,
Young Robert Arbuthinot was  a heulthy
tall and fine  lookinglad of his age; and
his great grand-papa, the rector, though
not sutfering under any uctual physieal or
mental infirmiity, had  reached a time of
life when the announcement that the gol-
den bowl is broken, or the silver cord is
loosed, may indeed be quick and sudden,
but scarcely unespected. Things had
gone well, too, with the nurse, Mrs,  Dwan-
Ly and her husband ; well, at least, afiera
fashion. The speculative millermust have
made good use of the gift to bis wife for
her eare of little  Arbuthnot, for he had
built & genteel house near the mill, always
rode & valuable horse, kept, it was said, a
capital stable ; and all this, as it seemed,
by his cleyér speculations iy corn and flour,
for the ordinary’ bisiness ot the mill was
almost entirely  neglected. He had no
children of bis own, but he had apparent-
ly taken to bis stepson, a fine lad, now
about eighteen years of age. This Frnlly
grieved the boy's motler, who dreadel
above all things that her son should eon-
tract the evil, dissolute habits of Lis fath-
erinlaw.  Latterly, she had become ex-
tremely solicitous to procure the Ind a
permanent situation abroad, and this Me,
Arbuthmot had promised should be effect-
od nt the earliest opportunity.

Thus stood uffairs on the 16th of Octo-
ber, 184",  Mr. Arbuthinot was
:Iy absent in Ireland, who:‘:o pounu«:}
urge property, and was ing persona
inquiries as to the *umta(thnc‘ :
before annoanced,  The'

‘brought a letter to his
' that he should
the
Mp

own sake; as for you, young sir, I rom-
mand you to remain?'

“What! what does he mean? exclaimed
Mrs. Arbuthinot, bewilderingly, and at
the same time clasping her  son—who
gazed on Danby with kindled eyes, and
angry boyish deflance—tightly 1o her side.
Did the man's strange words give form
and significance to some dark, shadowy,
indistinet  doubt that  had previously
baunted her at times? [ judged so. The
rector appeared similarly confused and had
sunk nerveless and terrified upon a
sofa.

‘You guess dimly, I see, what Ll
to say,’ resumed Danby with a wali
sneer, *Well, hear it, then, once for all,
and then, if you will, giveme me up to
the officers,  Some years ago,” he contin-
ued, coldly and steadily—‘some years
g0, 4 wor an, A nurse, was placad in
charge of two infunt children. both boys;
one of these was her own; the other was
the son of rich, proud parents. The wo-
man's husband was a gay, joily fellow,
who preferrd spending money to earning
it, and just then it happened that he was
more than usually hard up. One after-
noon, on visiting Lis wife, who had re-
moved to a distance, he found that the
rich man's child had sickened of the small
pox, and that there was no chance of its
recovery. A letter containing the sad
news was on a table, which bhe, the hus-
band, took the liberty to open and read
After some reflection, ted what
he had heard of the lady-mother's state
ﬁ mind, he the letter for the sake

embodying in™it a certain suggestion,
That Icm}tr 'Evuu duly posted, and the
next day brought the rich man, almost in
n ate of distraction; but his chief and
mastering  terror. was lest the mother  of
the already dead iofant should hear, in
her then precarious state, of what hud

happened,  The tidings, he was sure,
kill her. Secing this, the cunning
husband of the nurse su that for

the t, his, the vunning one's child
might be taken to the lady as her own,
that the truth conld be revealed when

she was strong - 1o beur it. Th
rich man fell into e anitu trap, and

| that which the husband of the nurse had

camo to pass, even
The | h‘gmv_ to

fortu-
¥, had no other; and now, [ it |
really kill her to. part k

coive his
ore difficult; more

( lihu

hewill prove abntiful and affectionate son
Al, devill  What do vou here?
Begone, or I'll murder you! Begone, de
you Licar!’ ol

Ilis wife had entered, and silently
confronted him.

‘Your threats, evil man,' replied the
woman, quietly, ‘have no terrors for me
now. My son is beyond your reach. O,
Mrs. Arbuthnot!" she added, turning to-
wards and addrossing  that lady, elieve
ne

Her husband  sprangat her with the
bound of a panther.

Silecel  Go home, or I'll strangle’

His own utterance was arrested by the
fierce grasp of Mr. Arbuthnot, who scized
him by the throat, and hurled him to the
further end of the room.

‘Speak on, woman; an-l quick[ quickf
What have you to say?

“I'hat your son, dearest lady, she an-
swered, throwing herself at Mrs. Arbuth-
| not's feel, s as truly  vour own child a
| ever son born of woman,'

That shout of half fearful triumph seems |
even now as [ write to ringin my ears, |
felt that the woman's words were words
of truth, but I could not see distinctly; the
room whirled round and the lights danced
before my eyes,but I could hear through all
the choking extacy of the mother, and the
fury of the baffled felon.

‘The letter,) continued Mrs, Danby,
‘which my husband found and opened,
would have informed you, sir, of the swift-
ly approaching death of wy child, and
that yours had been carefully kept beyond
the reach of the contagion. The Iletter
you  received  was  written withont my
cnowlege or consent.  True it is, that ter-
rified by my husband’s threats, and in
some measure reconciled to the wicked
imposition by knowing that, after all, the
right child would be in his right place. |
afterwards lent my n(-.::ﬂto fD::lby'? evil

urposes. But [ chiefly fea or my
Pmn, whom I fully believe he would not
have scrupled to make away with in re-
venge for my exposing his profitable fraud.

I have sinned; I can hardly hope to be
forgiven. 1 have now told the sacred
truth.

All this was uttered by the repentant
woman, but at the time. it was nlmo_nt
wholly unheard l_i! the most interested in
her statement. They only comprebended
that they were saved—that the child was
their's in very truth. Great, abundant,
but for the moment, bewildering joy!  Mr.
Arbuthnot—his beautiful young wife—her
own true boy (how could she for n moment,
liave doubted that he was her own true
boy!-—you might read that though all

her toars, thiekly as they fell)—the 4
and half stunned .. rector, whizt_;z.ﬁ;

| will be strife and contention,

A
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ﬁ;ohmt words it may be, but certainly |

" e o heaped m the confuson.
~ Say, Omsar why am you

[ O Aot by am your

From the Banner of the Cross.

Society for the Propagation of the Gos-
pelin Foreign Parts,
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A Seruox
Preached in St, Paul s Catherdral, Wed-
nesday, the 16thof June, 1852, at the
151st Aniversary Meeting® By the
Right Rev.Samuer McCosxry, Bishop
of Michigan, U, S.
St Matt. xxiii. 8—%“And all ye are
Lrethren.”

[ coverupE. |

We come asa part of the Christian
household to tell you what God has done
for us. lere, as has been well remarked,
is our Jerusalem, and we come to make
our report to the Apostles and brethren §
and not only so, but to talk with you a-
bout the future, and devise ways and
means for more succeessfully accomplish-
ing the great work committed to us by our
divine Master and Heud,

Ours has indeed been one  continued
warfare. We were left in the midst of
those whose chiel desire wasto destroy
the Church of God.  We had not for years
the family in its integrity,—we were left
as children without the protecting care of
a father. To the Society whose anniver-
sary we celebrate this day we owe our
existence.  Without its nid we must have
perished in the wilderness, Its fostering
care kept the members of the Clristian
household from spirilual death. until God,
in His good providence, sent earthly par-
ents aud rulers clothed with authority, to
guide, direct, and comfort them in the
midst of those who are bent upon their
destruction.  Under all the circumstances
considering the bitter political ~ feelings
which grew out of the separatisifrom the
mether land, and which were in'a great
degree directed against the Church, and
at a time when there wus no chief shep-
herd to watch over the flock, the wonder
is that the Church has any life or influcnce,
These difficulties had to be met with firm-
ness, prudence, aud asteady reliance upon
the promises of its divine llead. They
were met ; and with no other weapon but
the Word of God thousands h:g_a been
peacably conquered and made the willing
servants of God. In 1835 we numbered
but ten or twelve bishops and 500 clergy-
men.  Now we have thirty-two bishops
at home and abroad, and 1,600 pastors.—
Our Church and congregations are rapid-
ly increasing in every diocese,and we can-
not keep peace with the demand for pas-
tors,

Countries, where a few years since no
sound was  heard but  war-whoop of the
savage and his fearful yells in his midnight
revelries, when exulting overhis triumphs,
now is heard the song of peace and sal-
vation. And in this glorious work we
have not been alone. You have sent to
our aid in those distant regions a part of
the Church in its integritv. Wae have
now fellow-labores and fellow-apostles with
whom we can sympathise and take coun-
sel in the work of our common Lord.—
\We are often only separated in our labors
by a little stream, and this is our safety for
our future peace and comfort. But this
cannot separate us in affection—and ocean
cannot therein separated us—as long as
the little stream marks out the boundaries
of our efforts, so long will we act in con-
cert, and keep the members of tha family
in harmony and love, But if the little
stream be crossed, and we interfere with
the internal regulations of the part of the
family committed to your care, then there
Aud why
should this be so—for we be brethen.

And what olpporlunilics are Now pres-
ented to us alll God has opened, and is
opening, our way to every landé  'We have
a langnage common to us all, which  we
believe will be the language of the whole
world. The people of your nation and of
our nation are going into sll lands, car-
rying with them' the Gospel of Jesus, ‘and
tﬁa vehicle through which we cau here-
after reach the darkest and most benighted
nations of the earth. Theislands of the
sea will, sooner or later, come nnder our
control, and now we can see the time rap-
idly approaching when the eontinents of
the earth also will enzerly seek the truth
as it is in Jesus, It is the time, then, for
you,ini ihe work assigned o the Church
n England, to impress her own character
upon every nation and people under her
contro Y hatever, then, 1o fall her
distant possessions, sho will Jeave behind
her the richest of all blessin the Ch_i._lE:LJ.!
of God, Itis the great binding link b

tween herself and her children st
out the world.  And we think
with safety, that the separation’
country from  the mother lnnd
ened ombaccount
But every fear,
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